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Mosquito facts 
• Mosquitoes breed in water.
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• Only female mosquitoes bite people.

- She needs blood mea Is to develop her eggs.

- Male mosquitoes feed on nectar.

• The female mosquito picks up a disease when she bites an

infected animal or bird.

• Once infected, she will carry the disease for life.

• People become infected when bitten by an infected

mosquito.

• Only a few of the 59 species of mosquitoes in Ohio can

transmit disease. However, the diseases these mosquitoes

can carry are very serious ones and include:

- Eastern equine encephalitis

- La Crosse encephalitis

- St. Louis encephalitis

- West Nile virus

• Most people infected with these diseases have no

symptoms.

• Some people who are infected have a mild fever, headache

and muscle aches that can last up to a week.

• A small number of infected people will develop severe

illness requiring hospitalization.These people may have

body aches, fever, confusion, weakness, stiff neck, tremors,

convulsions and may die.

Protecting Ohioans 

In Ohio, state and local governments follow a surveillance 

and response plan for West Nile virus and other mosquito­

borne viruses. Control measures are used to try to reduce 

mosquito breeding without harming the environment. 

You can support community-based mosquito control 

programs by preventing mosquito breeding on your 

property such as eliminating standing water. 

For additional information contact: 
Ohio Department of Health 

Bureau of Infectious Diseases 

Zoonotic Disease Program 

246 North High Street 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

(614) 752-1029

www.Ohio.Gov/Mosquito

Or find your local health department 

at www.odh.ohio.gov or the 

address below: 
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